
August 4, 2020 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
In this ever changing landscape, we are going to do our best to get information to you in a timely 
manner.  The best way to keep up to date is to check two sites: our 
website-absarokee.k12.mt.us and our Facebook- Absarokee Huskies. 
 
We will post a school re-entry document when it has been approved through Stillwater Public 
Health to the website and Facebook pages.  Please understand that this document is a 
guideline and we will have to remain flexible in our procedures in order to keep our kids in the 
building as long and often as possible.  Closures will be no fun for any of us, so we will be 
diligent in following the guidelines of Stillwater Public Health in order to remain open.  
 
You will be receiving a document with this letter that allows you to opt your child out of school. 
If you make the choice to opt out it is for the entire school year.  There will be exceptions in that 
if there is a child who has a medically fragile individual within their home throughout the year 
that they can opt out at a later date, but medical documentation will be necessary for our 
records. Please know that if your child opts out they will be expected to be on their 
Chromebooks virtually at the time of their regularly scheduled class each day.  If they are not 
there they will be marked absent.  Your opt out forms are due back to the office by August 17th.  
 
We will not be allowed to use drinking fountains, due to the possibility of cross contamination. 
Please provide your child with a liquid container they can store at their desk or in their locker. 
These will not be stored near their Chromebooks as water and technology don’t mix.  
 
Chromebooks will be given out at the time of your students MAP assessment the week of 
August 17-20.  Attached to this document is a schedule of when your child will be testing.  
Please contact the school if your child is unable to make the scheduled time.  The number 
corresponds to the year in school (ex.- 7 is seventh grade).  Your children will be allowed in the 
building to pay their fees for the Chromebook and check them out to use for testing, 1 hour 
before their first test.  If we are at the limit of 4 positive cases in the county it will be required that 
they wear a mask to the testing.  If we are under the 4 positive cases masks are optional.  We 
have disposable masks available for student use, but if you would like to provide your own that 
is fine with us.  
 
As of August 10, the doors will be locked to the buildings and you will need to call to gain 
entrance.  High school- 328-4583 and elementary school-328-4581.  This will ensure that we 
can monitor who has been in the building and keep a contact tracing record should there be a 
case of COVID arising within the building.  
 
Buses will run at their regular times, but we will be assigning seats.  This is for the safety of our 
students.  Please let your child know that the seating arrangements are necessary and not 



optional.  If they do not comply they will be given time off the bus to think about their actions. 
Family units will be seated together to increase our space, so please let your children know they 
will be close to their brother or sister for the sake of room and not a punishment.  
 
We will clean between classes, in classrooms, and after students have been in places such as 
the restroom or other common areas.  We have ordered sanitizing supplies for these areas and 
will be diligent in keeping our spaces clean.  In order to reduce the chance of contamination we 
will be requiring masks in all common areas in the building 6-12 (bathrooms, hallways). 
 
Temperatures will be taken daily as the students enter the building.  If your child has a fever of 
100.4 they will be sent home.  This is a standard of care for students before COVID, so please 
understand this is a precaution that will keep our students healthier overall.  If your child is not 
feeling well before coming to school it might be best for you to take their temperature to alleviate 
the chance of having to come get them.  Please check the attached flowchart for reference in 
sending your child.   
 
We will have to keep our cohort of students small, so there may be some adjustments to our 
schedule or your child’s individual schedule.  This again is for the safety of our staff and 
students.  There may be classes that are cancelled completely by the time school begins on 
August 26th.  Please understand that we do not want to inconvenience your child, but the health 
of our staff and students is of utmost importance to us.  
 
Fall sports are a go as of this time.  Our staff is working within the MHSA guidelines to make this 
happen.  There may be some disruption to attendance, but we don’t know what we can and 
can’t do at this time.  We will be updating as we get new information.  
 
We value your ideas and suggestions, so if there is anything you would like to share please call 
the school and visit with Mrs. Feddes or Mr. Zumbrun.  Thank you for your understanding and 
patience in this trying and ever changing process. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Meredith Feddes 
Superintendent/Elementary Prinicipal 
 
 
Tim Zumbrun 
JH/HS Principal 
 
 
 



 
 


