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 Superintendent’s Report & Lil Husky News by Meredith Feddes 
 

As I write this there is far more snow than there has been all year. There are times we find that there are delays in communication, standards, 
learning, and many other aspects of life.  Delays can be considered problems or just a slower way to get to the solution.  Absarokee Schools 
continue to work on solutions to ways to provide the best education in a rural setting we possibly can.  If you are ever interested in the school 
happenings, please contact either building and we can give you ideas on where you can help.  As we begin the next school year 2022-23 there 
will be opportunities for volunteers in many areas.  We would love to have you and are willing to pay for the fingerprint check needed to have 
you work with our students.   
 
We continue to be proud of the achievements our students make in academics, athletics and activities.  The FFA program continues to grow 
and culminates with the banquet and plant sale in May.  Our Robotics team consistently does well at state competitions. Our students are 
actively finishing the year in golf and track with many personal bests.  Our students completed Smarter Balanced testing, ACT testing, MAP 
testing and have shown their improvement.  The students and staff efforts are appreciated as it demonstrates commitment to learning and 
education.  Understanding that learning takes place in the classroom, on the computer, on the court and field, with the help of staff or peers, 
with the help of our community partners, through job shadowing and many other areas our students are given the opportunities we can to 
make available through expertise of staff and funding availability.   
 
Our Literacy Grant continues to be a source of helping our student reach their full potential.  We will continue to make progress on our goals 
of improving literacy, Social Emotional well-being and interventions through the next school year.  We work with a consultant in the areas of 
academics and behavior who assist us in working on the most effective strategies to benefit our students and staff.  We work within an 
Instructional Framework that is part of a best practices ideal across the state and country.  Our District Leadership Team had more time and 
success in meeting this year with less additional protocols in place.  We continue to work on finding the best ways to utilize the funds to help 
our staff and students for maximum educational gains.  We are also working on getting more staff, student and community input to help drive 
our decisions.  Working on our Strategic Plan throughout the year has brought more community input and involvement which strengthens 
our school overall.   
 
Thank you to each of you who have supported our students and staff through donations, volunteering, help in activities, and all other ways 
our community supports our school.   
 
Goodbyes are always difficult, yet a time comes for changes.  We have been fortunate to have seniors who have attended our schools who 
are going on to college and career training, teachers: Catherine Frazer, science; Darcy Sturm, elementary; Jessica Griffin, elementary; and Julie 
Witt, JH English, and bus driver: Pam Cunningham. We wish our seniors and staff good luck in the next chapters they are embarking on.   
 
 

 JH/HS Principal by Cameron Barber
The 4th quarter is already flying by and it won't be long now until the students and staff are out for another beautiful summer.  The midterm 
for quarter 4 is April 14th, and the end of the 4th quarter will be May 26th. This is also the last day of school. The seniors will be out on May 
18th, with graduation being held on Sunday, May 22nd at 2:00 pm. We will also have an 8th-grade promotion on Monday, May 23rd at 1:00 pm.  
 
The students, as well as the staff, have been extra busy this spring. The spring sports have started and are well on their way. Golf as well as 
track and field have been competing all season, and are getting ready for their post-season meets. The junior high boys’ basketball has been 
working hard all year and finished up their season in late April. The FFA students have been busy in the greenhouse getting all of their flowers 
ready for their fundraisers.  
 
Our students have also been busy with standardized testing. The junior high students took their annual SBAC Test, as well as the Montana 
State Science assessment. The freshman and sophomores took the pre-ACT to get ready for the ACT that the junior took this year. All of the 
students worked really hard on these and we will see their final results in a few months.  
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I would like to thank all of the staff for all of their hard work this year. It has made my first year here at Absarokee a lot easier. I would not be 
able to do what I do without them on the front lines of the school each and every day. I would also like to thank all of the students. They have 
been tremendous this year. I love that all of them are so close to each other and the staff. It is very nice getting to know each student in the 
school.  
 
 

 Board of Trustees News by Kayce Arthun, Board Chairperson 

Greetings from your Absarokee Board of Trustees! 
 

As we close out another school year, a quick reflection on what your Absarokee Board of Trustees has been up to… 

• We welcomed and orientated 5 new trustees. 

• We were able to fill vacant positions which we were grateful for during a time of educator shortages. 

• We have passed and updated policy to keep it current with changing laws and demands. 

• We have engaged the public in Strategic Planning sessions to map out the future of the district for the next 5 years. 

• We have hosted two Community Round Table events - “Get to Know Your Board” and “Absarokee School Finance 101”. 

• We have worked closely with maintenance staff to keep our facilities safe, up-to-date and in excellent working condition. 

• We have supported the important use of technology by maintaining our one-to-one status by each student having a chrome book. 

• We have worked with teachers to make certain our curriculum is meeting standards, being taught with fidelity and is relevant. 

• We have worked diligently with staff to improve communications, share information and inform the public on the work being done 
at the Absarokee School District. 

• We worked closely with community agencies, staff and families to work on the safety in our schools by holding an active shooter 
drill at the Junior High and High School. 

• We have been negotiating with the teacher union to come to terms on the next Collective Bargaining Agreement. 

• We have maintained a balanced budget and been stewards of your public tax dollars while working to maintain the current level of 
programs at the school. 

• We have spent time in our school’s classrooms and at events, getting to know our staff and students better and supporting Huskies 
in all that they do. 

• We have held regular meetings handling the business at hand with in-depth discussion and opportunity for community feedback. 

• We have supported our District Leadership Team as they worked to implement Multi-Tiered Systems of Support through 
interventions to our students in need of extra assistance; as well as, working to meet the requirements of our multi-year Literacy 
Grant. 

 
These are just some of the tasks we have been entrusted by you the public to do on behalf of the Absarokee School District.  We will spend 
the summer getting ready for another year of promoting and supporting the success of Absarokee Schools and look forward to working with 
you in the year to come. 
 
As we head into the summer, we would like to once again thank everyone who keeps our school up and running throughout the school year.  
Thank you to our administrators, office staff, teachers, paraprofessionals, counselor, therapists, IT support, janitors, kitchen staff, bus 
drivers, coaches, substitute teachers and volunteers!  Without you we wouldn’t be able to keep the doors open and things running smoothly, 
we THANK YOU for doing everything in your power to keep our students in person and in school.  We appreciate each of you!   
 
We would also like to wish our graduating seniors the best of luck.  We hope you remember your days as a Husky fondly and we wish for you 
nothing but success as you embark upon this next step, Congratulations!! 
 
We will be saying goodbye to some of our staff this spring as they retire or embark on new ventures.  Many thanks to Margit Arthun (Janitorial 
Staff), Larry Barch (HS Boys Basketball Coach), Pam Cunningham (Bus Driver), Catherine Frazer (JH/HS Science), Jessica Griffin (3rd Grade), 
Darcy Sturm (1st Grade) and Julie Witt (JH ELA).  We appreciate your years of service and dedication to the students of Absarokee Schools.  
You will be missed, but we wish you all the best! 
 
Well, that’s a wrap on another school year.  Please keep an eye on our website https://hgunderson6wixsite.com/absarokee-schools especially 
towards August for important dates and information.  Thank you to everyone who has supported the school this year and for entrusting us 
with the education of the students of this community.  We have worked hard to create “One Town, One School, One Family” and we are very 
proud of our students and their achievements.  Congratulations to each Husky student for your contributions and successes this year and 
thank you to the families, staff and community members who support them.  We wish our students, staff, families and community a happy, 
safe and adventure filled summer and we will see you in the fall…Go Huskies!! 
 

 Quick Draw Thank You 2022 by Kayce Arthun 

Thanks again to everyone who supported our 30th Annual Absarokee Vocational Advisory (AVAC) Quick Draw & Art Auction! It was a most 
successful evening raising $30,000 from our art auction and donations, which will be used in its entirety to benefit scholarships to AHS 
graduates.   
 
To our artists, thank you for your talent and your willingness to share your love and skill with us in your work. We appreciate your donations 
and we are so lucky to have a community full of so many talented individuals.  A special thank you to this year’s Quick Draw artists:  Carol 
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Hartman, Steve Kerr, Michael Melson, Matthew Mullen, John Potter and Tom Wolfe.  Your ability to create something so exceptional in such 
a short period of time truly is phenomenal.   
 
Thank you to Rick Young & Sons Auctioneering for once again donating their auctioneering services to our event.  We can’t thank their family 
enough for their tireless dedication.  Many thanks to Tippet Rise and First Interstate Bank Foundation for their scholarship grants.  Thanks to 
Sibanye Stillwater for their sponsorship of our delightful entertainment by Marcedes Carroll.  We appreciate these partnerships and your 
ongoing support.   
 
Thank you to R Heart Catering & BBQ for adding a tasty addition to the evening.  Thanks to Stillwater Lodge for housing our entertainment 
and Touch of Country Restaurant & Catering and Wild Flower Kitchen for gift certificates for our Quick Draw artists.  Thank you to all the staff 
at the school that help with all kinds of undertakings for the event that no one ever knows about.   
 
We would never be able to list everyone that contributes to this event as the list truly goes on and on; however, we are so grateful for the 
sponsors who purchased tables, the artisans who donated their art pieces, bidders who generously purchased art and all the other people 
behind the scenes that make this event happen.  A sincere thank you to the people of our community for your sustained support that has 
kept this event alive and well year after year and for assisting AVAC in making secondary education a reality for so many of our AHS 
graduates.  Thanks to each of you the AVAC Quick Draw & Art Auction truly has been a “game changer” for AHS students for the last 30 
years! 

 

 Stillwater Valley FFA by Bailey Kornick, Reporter 

The Stillwater Valley FFA Chapter has been busy this past month. We traveled to Miles City for CDE Days and competed in various contests 
such as; Vet Science, Tractor Driving, Job Skills, and Horse Evaluation. The Vet Science team consisted of; Hattie Baver, Keagan Sandlin, Saige 
Nye, and Shayla Russell, the team placed 11th overall and Shayla placed the highest in the group. The Tractor Driving team consisted of; Jakson 
Heimer, Trevor Zumbrun, and Logan Young; the team placed 3rd and Trevor placed 7th individually; the Horse Evaluation team consisted of; 
Logan Young, Saige Nye, Shayla Russell, and Keagan Sandlin.  The team placed 10th. The members that competed in Job Interview were Haylee 
Baver, Nila Dawson, Keagan Sandlin, and Tandy Planicheck. Nila placed the highest in the group.   

 
 On the 30th of March, the chapter traveled to Bozeman to attend the 92 Montana State FFA Convention. The chapter competed in Livestock 
Evaluation, Mechanics, Farm Business Management, and Ag Sales. Completed workshops and got recognized at award dinners. The livestock 
team was composed of Keagan Sandlin, Shayla Russell, Logan Young, and Saige Nye. Farm Business Management was the members Trevor 
Zumbrun, Dillon Ferster, Bailey Kornick, and Nila Dawson. The Mechanics team consisted of Trevor Zumbrun, Jacob Martin, Dillon Ferster, and 
Logan Young; they placed 13th overall, with Trevor placing the highest. The Ag Sales team was composed of Bailey Kornick, Tandy Planicheck, 
Nila Dawson, and Keagan Sandlin, the team placed 10th overall with Bailey placing the highest.  

 
Shayla Russell attended the awards recognition dinner hosted by the Montana FFA Foundation for receiving an SAE grant. The seniors; Bailey 
Kornick, Trevor Zumbrun, Nila Dawson, Haylee Baver, and Justin Heimer earned their Montana State FFA Degree. The members and their 
parents attended a dinner to receive their state degrees.  We also attended several sessions and got to hear Colton Young’s retiring address.  
 
 

 Art by Matthew Mullen 

High School Visual Arts - Students have had a successful year with art skills development. They have challenged themselves to learn, 
experiment, and create with new mediums and themes. As an art teacher, it has been wonderful to see their creativity in action and be part 
of their artistic journey. 
 
Junior High Art- Students have started functional pottery and are learning how to hand build mugs and bowls.  
 
Elementary Art- Elementary students have been working on art materials such as ink painting, chalk pastels, and watercolor. Recent 
inspiration has come from artists such Charley Harper, Jackson Pollock, and Roy Lichtenstein. 
 

 A Letter from Vera Kralova, Czech Republic Foreign Exchange Student by Vera Kralova 

When I left my home 8 months ago, I didn't know what to expect. I thought nothing interesting would happen. I quickly found out that it 
wasn't really like that. My family called me about 2 hours after they took me to the airport. I flew here and everything was new. I thought I 
knew English but I was wrong. When everyone started talking to me, I didn't understand at all. Which, fortunately, soon changed.  
 
I was glad that my classmates and teammates (volleyball, basketball, and track) were quick to welcome me. I had a lot of fun with them. School 
was a big change, but once I got used to it I found it was actually much better. Everyone is much nicer and kinder. Even my Host family is great, 
they accepted me among themselves and I feel at home there. Now that we're nearing the end, I don't know what to think. In a year, I created 
a home here. I have changed a lot and I have experienced something that no one I know has experienced. This is a wonderful program! 
 
If you are interested in hosting a student through the International Student Exchange or would like to learn more about the program, please 
contact Lynn Conner at 406-321-2594, mrslynnconner@gmail.com or check out the website at www.west.iseusa.org.  
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 Summer Robotics Camp by Heidi Gunderson 

We are working on a schedule for the summer robotics camp. This will be open to all students. The schedule and information will be released 
before the end of the school year. The camp will run for one week, Monday through Thursday in the afternoon. Snacks will be provided. 
 

 Academic Olympics by Catherine Frazer 
The Southwest Montana Academic Olympics competition was held in Bozeman on March 15 and 16.  Over 240 students and 40 teams 
participated each day.  Absarokee students participated in this event for the first time this year.  Academic Olympics involves a written test 
and a quiz bowl competition with questions about math, science, history, grammar, literature, art, and music.  It really tests how well-rounded 
our students are. The quiz bowl teams must have a member from each grade. 
 
One junior high team from Absarokee competed.  This was Cooper Hoines, Josie Thomsen, Mackenzie Wood, Tristan Russell and Hayden 
Gunderson.  They ran up against some tough competition from Ennis and Manhattan, and were eliminated from the tournament.  In the 
written test, however, Tristan Russell placed 5th out of all the 7th graders, and 13th overall. 
 
Two AHS teams competed. Team A (Adree Langley, Avery Gates, Allison Howes, Shayla Russell, and Amber Peterson) ended up in the final 16 
out of 42.  They beat teams from Park City, Ennis and Absarokee, before losing out to Three Forks and Livingston.  Team B (Nila Dawson, Isaac 
Boyce, Tom Murphy, Dillon Ferster, Callen Gunderson, and Alli Noble) made it to the final 24 teams.  They beat Twin Bridges, but then lost out 
to Absarokee and Manhattan. 
 
Absarokee High students did very well on the written test, with several placing in the top 10 for their grade and top 20 overall.  Dillon Ferster 
got 2nd out of all the sophomores, and 3rd overall!  Allison Howes got 7th out of the sophomores, and 15th overall. Adree Langley got 9th out 
of the seniors, and 16th overall.  And Isaac Boyce got 7th out of the juniors, and 17th overall. 
 
These teams had been practicing during lunch for the past two months to prepare. 
 

 Absarokee Students win big at Billings Science Expo by Catherine Frazer 

The annual Billings Science Expo, a regional science fair for southeast Montana, was held on March 18.  A group of 17 Absarokee junior high 
students were among the over 200 students competing.  This was the first time this fair has been held in person since 2019. 
 
Two Absarokee Huskies won awards for their science projects.  Mallary Pelton won the Future Scientist Award for grades 6-9.  Hayden 
Gunderson won the Environmental Science Award. 
 
Two other Absarokee 6th graders were interviewed by Q2 news and were shown on the nightly news.  Chael Roberts and August Baker did a 
great job explaining their projects on camera. 
 

 Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes – March 14, 2022 by Tanya Lester 
The Board of Trustees of School District 52 & 52C met at a regular meeting on Monday March 14, 2022 at 7:00 PM in the High School Library 
and on the Zoom platform with the following in attendance: Kayce Arthun, Mark Ferster, Shari DeSaveur, Garth Pelton, Mike Pasecznyk, 
Superintendent Meredith Feddes, Principal Cameron Barber, and Clerk Tanya Lester. Trustees Ty Williams, Justine Dawson, Kathleen Howes, 
and Josh Royce joined the meeting by Zoom. Also present were Heidi Gunderson, Chris Gunderson, Vera Kravolva, Joan Howe, Mindy Young, 
Brian Young, Kathy Barch, Catherine Frazer, Jimmie Lester, Johna Zumbrun, Jordan Hickethier, Paige Steffenson, and Nila Dawson. Chairman 
Arthun called the meeting to order and after the pledge she recognized the visitors. 
 
There were no agenda changes.  Per the consent agenda, Pasecznyk/Ferster moved to approve the minutes of the February 22, 2022 regular 
board meeting, pay the elementary bills, pay the high school bills, and approve the activity account. Motion carried.  
 
Supt. Feddes went over the report from Wayne Callendar’s last visit. The school received a grant for job shadowing in the high school and 
STEM training in the elementary.  She read a letter from the National Association of Agriculture Educators thanking the district for allowing 
Mr. Yates to be an officer.  Elementary items included I Love to Read Month and a new baby for Mrs. & Mr. Royce.  In the junior high, Mrs. 
Frazer’s final science fair was a success and we are looking for people to help with junior high basketball games. Principal Barber showed a 
slide show of activities at the junior high and high school. Athletic Director Chris Gunderson reported on the end of winter sports, the beginning 
of spring sports, and meetings that he has attended. He also mentioned that Earth Day is approaching on April 22nd (or 29th if the weather does 
not cooperate).  The school is looking for projects to clean up the community. The Student Council report was read by Chairman Arthun.  Vera 
Kralova and Nila Dawson presented a report on the job shadowing opportunity that the senior class participated in the last month. Heidi 
Gunderson is still working on lining up a couple more opportunities so every senior can have two job shadow days. 
The school is applying for a grant so the lunch room can serve breakfast and lunch during summer school that will run Monday – Wednesday 
during June.  It is possible that ESSER funds can also be used to support the lunch program during summer school. 
 
More information was presented on the proposed storage building. If a storage building is built, the current storage area would be cleaned 
out and made for football storage and changing during volleyball games. Ferster requested that the Board do a thorough walk through of the 
current facilities to see if the school is utilizing current space efficiently before we build another building.   
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On the second reading of Policy 3610, both the old and new policies were presented.  Chairman Arthun explained that the new policy would 
align well with our strategic plan.  Ferster asked if there are other policies that cover these issues. He also stated that if it is decided to move 
forward with the policy, he would like to see some changes to it.  DeSaveur asked if this policy is necessary.  Supt. Feddes explained that we 
have policies that cover Special Education, Title I, 504s, and Gifted Students, but this policy would cover all students to make sure none of 
them can fall between the cracks.  Heidi Gunderson explained why the teachers did not agree with the old policy 3610 language.  Joan Howe 
felt that the new policy 3610 would hold the teachers accountable for all student success.  Supt. Feddes stated that the multi-tiered wording 
is needed somewhere in the policy. Ferster proposed the changes he felt were necessary. The proposed changes were discussed, but this 
policy will require a third reading at the next board meeting. 
 
A letter of resignation was read from Larry Barch as head boys basketball coach.  Pelton/Fertser moved to accept the resignation from Larry 
Barch.  Motion carried.  The Board thanked Larry Barch for his service to our school. The letter is attached as part of the minutes. 
 
After interviews last week, Supt. Feddes recommended hiring Hailey Lindquist to fill the elementary teaching position for the 2022-23 school 
year. There was Board discussion about the prospect of hiring another uncertified teacher.  Williams/Dawson moved to hire Hailey Lindquist 
as recommended. Williams, Dawson, and Arthun voted in favor. Ferster and DeSaveur voted against.   
Every year it is required that the school district estimate the amount of change to non-voted levies. The only change anticipated this year is a 
small increase ($10,000 to each district) to Bus Depreciation due to the new bus that is being purchased this year.  Pelton/Pasecznyk moved 
to pass a Resolution of Intent to Impose and Increase in non-voted levies for the high school district. All trustees voted in favor except Royce 
who had become disconnected from the meeting. Ferster/Williams moved to pass a Resolution of Intent to Impose and Increase in non-
voted levies for the elementary district. All elementary trustees voted in favor except DeSaveur who abstained. Motion passed.  The 
resolutions are attached as part of the minutes. 
 
In March the district receives Preliminary Budget Reports from the state and has the information to decide whether or not to run a mill levy 
and set mill levy amounts.  The most the elementary can run for a mill levy for is $34,038.19.  If this mill levy does not pass the elementary 
trustees will have to cut the current budget by $32,126.68. In the high school the amount that can be run is $49,611,17.  If this levy does not 
pass the high school trustees will need to cut $42,394.38 from the current budget.  In the past it has cost approximately $2500 to run a school 
election.  The cost this year is going to be more due to legislation requiring machines for the disabled to vote and increases to printing, postage, 
and election judge wages. Howes/Pasecznyk moved to run a mill levy election to support the high school general fund in the amount of 
$49,611.38 for the 2022-23 school year.  Motion carried.  Ferster/DeSaveur moved to run a mill levy election to support the elementary general 
fund in the amount of $34,038.19 for the 2022-23 school year.  DeSaveur also mentioned that the school needs to be prepared for the levies 
not to pass. All elementary trustees voted in favor.  
 
The CDC has announced that it is removing the requirement to wear masks on buses operated by schools. Supt. Feddes recommended 
removing the requirement as masks are not required anywhere else at the school.  DeSaveur/Ferster moved to remove the requirement to 
wear masks on Absarokee school buses effective immediately.  Motion carried. 
 
The proposed 2022-23 school calendar was presented to the Board. DeSaveur/Ferster moved to approve the 2022-23 school calendar 
proposed by the Absarokee Education Association. Motion carried. 
 
OPI School Nutrition did a 3-year Program and Procurement review on the Absarokee School District lunch program.  There were no findings.  
The Board thanked Tammy South for her hard work as Program Director. There was Board discussion on how to get more junior high and high 
school students to eat at the lunchroom. 
 
Quotes for a machine to clean bathrooms at the junior high/high school, gym floor refinishing at both schools, a new copier for the elementary, 
and two (2) different bids for the Cobblestone building roof were presented to the Board. Ferster/Pelton moved to approve the quote from 
Bruco for the machine to clean bathrooms at the junior high/high school and associated chemicals for $5,963.53.  Motion carried. 
DeSaveur/Ferster moved to table the quote from Bruco to refinish the elementary gym and high school gym floors for more information. 
Motion carried.  The Board would like to know if the quotes for the gym floor were connected if there could be a greater discount for a 3-year 
contract.  Dawson/Williams moved to approve a quote for a copier from Peterson Quality Office in the amount of $9,775.00 for the 
elementary. Ferster asked if we are out of options for making copies in the elementary. Supt. Feddes responded that repairs are coming more 
often increasing expenses. After the discussion, all elementary trustees voted in favor.  Supt. Feddes has been in contact with the Cobblestone 
Committee on sharing the cost of repair to the Cobblestone roof. Royce asked if metal roofing is an option. The liability of snow and ice falling 
does not allow for a metal roof because of the height of the Cobblestone roof at this time. Pelton/Pasceznyk moved to table the quotes from 
Zerbe Construction for repair of the Cobblestone roof. The Board asked Meredith to get bids for the whole roof as well as speak to the 
insurance adjustor. Motion carried. 
 
In Public Comment, Kathleen Howes thanked Mrs. Gunderson for taking students to State Robotics and Catherine Frazer for her work with 
the Science Fair.  Matt Holtz would like the Board to consider selling the little yellow school bus. Hailey Lindquist sent a letter of thank you for 
her interview.  Chairman Arthun reminded everyone about Quick Draw on the March 26th.  With no further business, Pelton/Pasecznyk moved 
to adjourn at 9:45 PM.  Motion carried. 
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Have a great summer, Huskies!
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