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 Superintendent’s Report & Lil Husky News by Meredith Feddes 
        
It seems so very strange to have so little activity at this time of year.  We are used to having volunteers join our classrooms, preparing for 
Christmas concerts and having activities come and go.  We have been fortunate and had Junior High Girls Basketball for our 5th grade girls.  We 
have had class activities going on to try to make up for some of our missed social activities.  The students decorated classroom doors for the 
Fall and will be changing them out for the Winter season soon.  We continue on our trek with our dog sleds through the Iditaread.  We have 
some voracious readers who are eating up the course.  Our 5th grade is also doing some Khan Academy and moving quickly through the 
sections.  This is just another way to make up for any regression we have had due to our time out of school.   
 
In January we will again be fortunate to take three ski days with our 2nd-5th grade students.  There are changes at the mountain as well but 
they are allowing school groups one at a time.  Please check with your child’s teacher if paperwork does not come home to you in early 
December.  We will need to have permission slips and money turned in right before Christmas break.  All students in grades 2-5 will be going 
to the mountain on Monday, January 11, 18, and 25th.  Please make sure your child has warm clothes as we never know what the weather has 
in store for us.  Helmets are highly encouraged as we have had students in the past injure themselves.  We do have a small selection to borrow, 
so if you need one and don’t have one please check with your child’s teacher.  There are forms coming home for you to order them also if you 
are interested in your child having one of their own.   
 
High School sports were pushed back a bit.  We will be starting practices December 7th and games January 2nd.  There will be a modified 
schedule which will come out shortly.  The spectator policy will be the same across District 6C in order to make it easier for everyone to know 
what to expect.  Each active participant will be allowed 4 tickets to games and coaches will get 2 tickets.  The prices have yet to be determined, 
but they will be the same across the District as well.  There will be two games and then a break between for cleaning protocols and finish with 
two games.  At this time, we believe that it will be two girl’s games together and then two boy’s games for bussing and other COVID related 
issues.  We have yet to determine what will happen if there are only three games due to lack of participation from any one school.  Stay tuned 
for further details as they become available.  A list of spectator rules will be in the January newsletter, on the website and on our Facebook 
page.  You can call the school as well.    
 
We have been working with two consultants throughout the year for our Comprehensive and Literacy Grants.  Wayne Callender is our 
consultant for the Literacy Grant.  He is assisting us in working on the Multi-tiered System of Support in order to maximize the help we afford 
our students.  In the elementary and the junior high, we have meet with our Data Teams to review the MAPS and DIBELS scores.  We have 
worked on our Reading Pathways to determine what intervention to utilize for what concerns the student demonstrates.  We have determined 
the needs of our individual students and adjusted their programs to their needs.  We are working on this portion of the academics so that 
when we are measured on SMARTER Balanced or ACT tests we have given our students every opportunity to perform at their very best.  Craig 
Buscher is our comprehensive grant consultant.  His results showed very similar results with different assessments.  He is working on phonemic 
awareness and phonics as the root of the problems that arise with students in reading difficulties.  He has given the PAST and Spelling 
Inventory to determine the root of the errors that students are making.  Overall the results that we are getting will help our district meet 
proficiency marks.  Our individual students will be getting the academic support they need, when and where they need it.   
 
COVID continues to alter the plans we have for our activities and daily schedules.  We are working hard across the district to allow our students 
the maximum freedoms, while providing for their safety.  Our staff has done an amazing job of switching on a moment’s notice.  Please have 
patience and understanding for our staff if things don’t seem quite what they were or what you think they should be.  Teaching has become 
different on every level for our staff and they are trying to make the necessary changes while coping with everything in their vision too.  
Students have adapted to the many changes and while we have the occasional issues come up in relation to masks or frustration are overall 
doing well.   
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 JH/HS Principal by Mr. Zumbrun 

 
As I write this newsletter, it seems hard to believe that Thanksgiving is almost upon us and Christmas is right around the corner.  Before we 
know it, we will be half way through the school year.  We’ve been fortunate enough to keep the doors open so far this year and I continue to 
hope the same luck continues to fall upon us.  Our staff have been working very hard to make every minute count and I appreciate their 
continuous daily efforts and dedication to our students.  Managing to juggle delivery of both remote and in-person instructional models is no 
easy feat!  On any given day, we don’t know who will be going remote due to contact tracing, so we encourage our students to take their 
Chromebooks home daily.  We’ve had students out from everywhere from only a few days (thankfully) to a couple of weeks.  Everyone is 
taking it in stride, but there are days when we’ve also had limited availability of substitute teachers.  Our staff and students are all handling it 
with positivity.  Thank you all!  
 
Winter benchmark season is almost upon us!  Our school district uses the Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) test as the district-wide 
assessment of student achievement.  Students in grades K-11 are scheduled to take the assessment during the testing window beginning the 
week of January 18th and extending through January 29th.  Students are evaluated in the areas of Math, Reading, Writing and Science.  I 
encourage you to talk to your child about the importance of doing well on these tests, as they are a measurement tool used to determine the 
need for delivery of specific academic interventions for some students.  Research suggests that students perform better when they are well-
rested and have had a good breakfast prior to taking the assessments.  Please help your child prepare in advance. 
 
I’d like to give a shout out to our “Student of the Quarter” recipients for the first quarter.  Brody Pelton was selected in the junior high and 
Hattie Baver was selected in the high school.  Students were presented with T-shirts, sponsored by the Stillwater Boosters, along with a 
“Huskies” logo thumb drive and lanyard. 
 
Absarokee students will be released for Christmas break at 1:30pm on December 23rd and school will resume on January 4th.  Ski days have 
been scheduled for the second semester as follows:  elementary - Jan 11, 18 & 25th; junior high - Jan 27th; high school - Mar 3rd and Scholar 
Card day - Mar 17th.  Please look for information coming home in December and January to sign your child up and take advantage of the 
opportunity to enjoy some winter outdoor fun! 
 
High School basketball season gets started with practice on Dec 7th and the first contests begin on Jan 4th.  After the season schedule is 
firmed up at the district scheduling meeting, we will have more information on game dates/locations.  If possible, we hope you come out and 
support the girls and boys.  If you can’t join us in person, games will be streamed on NFHS network.com, however a subscription is required 
for that viewing platform. 
 
I wish everyone a Merry Christmas and blessed Holiday Season!  Please be safe and we look forward to seeing you in 2021! 
 

 FCCLA by Carolyn Story 

 
We took a trip to the corn maze in Billings with the FFA.  The weather didn't really cooperate as it was drizzling and raining.  Of course, we had 
pizza.  The kids had a good time although the haunted maze wasn't open.   
 
Our district hasn't decided on a venue of date for our fall meeting.  We usually have it in October or November, but are looking at moving it to 
December or even January.  We are still open for any ideas of how we may be of service in the community.  
 

 Stillwater Valley FFA and Shop News by Mr. Yates 
 
Stillwater Valley FFA 
 
We had 25 chapter members participate in John Deere Ag Days this year.  The livestock, horse evaluation, employment skills, quiz bowl, creed 
speaking, prepared and extemporaneous speaking were held virtually.     John Deere businesses around the state helped in hosting the in-
person contest to keep the numbers low at each contest. The mechanics, ag sales, and veterinary science teams got to participate in person 
in Livingston.  It was a lot of fun to attend some of the contests and let the kids compete in person.   Results will be posted later this week.  Each 
chapter member received a t-shirt for participating in the contest.  
 
Our next contest is going to be held virtually on December 10, 2020.  It will consist of employment skills, prepared speaking, extemporaneous 
speaking, and FFA creed.   
 
Martinson’s Chocolate sales are going on until the end of November.   The chapter members have their order forms and will go going and 
making sales.   Thanks for supporting our chapter.  The chapter is hoping to participate in the annual Snowflake festival by entering a float in 
the parade.   
 
 
 
 



3 

 

 
Shop News 
 
The students have been busy in the classroom and in the shop. There are 6 students signed up for the College Welding class this year. This 
program is offered through City College/Montana State University Billings and they will receive two college credits after completing the 
program.   The Ag Mechanics and College Welding have been working on numerous welds and projects this fall.  Last quarter, the students 
had to design and cut out a pair of pliers with the handheld plasma cutter. Last week they finished up a cone weld and a dice.   Their next 

welding projects are a hammer, chisel, and a drill bit template.   
 

 Counselor’s Corner by Jodi Heard 

 
HOBY Recipient    
Congratulations to Tandy Planichek for being this year’s AHS recipient. Tandy will attend the Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership seminar next 
spring. She will return with skills to help promote positive changes for her school and community. 
 
Sophomore Guidance Appointments 
All sophomores are required to sign up for a guidance appointment in the month of December.  During each visit students will have a chance 
to review their transcript, talk about practicing and signing up for the ACT/SAT tests, and discuss their post-secondary plans. Students will also 
be pre-registering for next year’s classes. 
It is important that each sophomore attend an appointment to ensure they are on a successful track for their senior year. 
 
Senior Updates 
Each month since September the seniors have each received a Senior Update.  These monthly updates list all scholarships that are made 
available to Absarokee High School.  Each scholarship’s award, requirements and due dates are listed.  Also, included in each update are 
colleges that will be visiting AHS and campus visit days available for the students to attend. 
Parents please be sure you are reviewing and discussing each of these Senior Updates with your child so valuable opportunities are not missed. 
 
 Jr. High Career Exploration Day  
All students in grades 6th-8th will be going on a field trip to Zoo Montana for a career exploration experience. Katie, the director of education, 
at the zoo, has put together a combination of career related lessons to expose Absarokee Jr. High students to job opportunities.  
   

 Visual Arts by Matthew Mullen 
 
High School Beginning Studio- 
Students are making progress on their 3rd major project. They are learning to select art media that best carries out their ideas and themes. 
Recently, they have been focusing on the Montana Visual Art Standard of Presenting in which they attempt to convey meaning through the 
presentation of their artworks. 
 
Advanced Art Studio-  
Great work is being completed here. Students are also practicing advanced observational drawing approaches.  
 
Elementary-  
Students are experimenting with a variety of media such as tempera paint, pastel, and colored pencil. Artworks created by artists like Georgia 
O'Keefe and Kandinsky are used as inspiration starting points. 
There will be an online photo gallery of student artwork from this fall semester that will be posted for the public to view. Keep an eye on the 
Absarokee School Facebook page for more info. 
 

 Volleyball by Nicki Reissig 
 
The Lady Huskies and I would love to thank our amazing community. Although we didn't get as many wins as we would have liked, this 
community continued to support our athletes. Our community also did a fabulous job of hosting the 4-C District Tournament once again. 
However, this year with the added challenge that COVID has provided. I wanted to give a special shout out to Chris Gunderson for running the 
district tournament. I also want to say a huge THANK YOU to Gregg Feddes and Raina Shupe for all of the things they contributed to the 
tournament as well as their hard work all season. We also wanted to congratulate Keara Young for representing the Huskies on the 2nd Team 
All-Conference list. In such a competitive district, this is a great accomplishment. Congratulations, Keara! Best of luck to our athletes as their 
focus shifts to a new season. Coach Pelton and I are always in your corner. Go get 'em, Huskies! 
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 Husky Music Notes by Debbie Seibert  
 
You can be very VERY proud of your Absarokee Music students!  Their courage and perseverance needs to be applauded during this "NO 
CONCERTS ALLOWED" time in our county.  They are keeping a positive attitude and continuing to learn to be better musicians every single 
day!!   
 
CONGRATULATIONS!! ...to Miss Emily Routen who was chosen to be a part of the Tri-County HONOR BAND this year!!  While the Tour 
Destination is dependent upon Covid conditions this spring, exposure to playing difficult music with elite musicians will be a priceless 
experience for our Husky representative. 
 
"HEARTBREAKING" is the only way to describe it.  This was the first year we have NOT performed our Annual Veterans Day Concert.  County 
Covid restrictions would not allow us.  We did not forget our veterans, however, and rest assured that our music classrooms continued to be 
filled with heartfelt patriotic and armed forces music.  WE LOVE YOU, VETERANS!! 
 
PEP BAND has been able to perform at two school-wide Pep Assemblies so far, but no athletic events.  Our hope is that we can begin rocking 
the gym again sometime during the upcoming Basketball season.   Keep your fingers crossed!! 
 
"CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA" will not be taking place this year.  In spite of this disappointing news, Husky musicians are rehearsing hard on 
some wonderful Christmas music.   We hope to perform in a school assembly, at least.  Parents will be alerted if this takes place!!   
 

 

 Board of Trustees Meeting by Tanya Lester 
 
October 12, 2020 

The Board of Trustees of School District 52 & 52C met at a regular meeting on Monday, October 12, 2020 at 7:00 P.M. in the Elementary Gym 

with the following in attendance: Diana Scollard, Donna von Nieda, Kayce Arthun, Clayton Young, Justine Dawson, Mike Pasecznyk, Terry 

Ekwortzel, Joshua Royce, Superintendent Feddes, Principal Zumbrun, and Clerk Tanya Lester. Trustee Eric Esp was absent. Also present were 

Garrett Williams, Casie Williams, Georgi Hamel, Jordan Hickethier, Brande Young, Keara Young, DJ Pilcher, Debbie Seibert, Sarah Barlau - 

Russell, Trenton Russell, Shayla Russell, Shannon Turner, Heidi Gunderson, Chris Gunderson, Brian Young, Mindy Young, Joan Howe, Sharon 

Cavender, Chad Cavender, Catherine Frazer, Johna Zumbrun, Jodi Heard, Drea Obert, Trevor Zumbrun, Taytin Young, Lou Ann Atkinson, Colton 

Young, Paige Steffenson, Marni Ferster, Mark Ferster, Danelle DeSaveur, and Luke Cavender. After standing for the pledge, Chairman Scollard 

recognized all visitors. 

Due to changes in the way the school will be handling public comment, there was a request to change the agenda. Arthun/von Nieda moved 

to get rid of Item 6 which was the first round of public comment.  All trustees voted in favor. Young/Arthun moved to approve the minutes 

of the September 14, 2020 meeting, pay elementary bills, pay high school bills, and approve the activity account per the consent agenda. 

Chairman Scollard assumed the motion.  

Supt. Feddes explained that the volleyball spectator policy has been modified. Wayne Callender, a consultant for the Literacy Grant, was here 

on September 29th and 30th. Elementary students are participating in the Iditaread Race with Accelerated Reading Books. Public Comment 

policy will be considered for review. There will be a Title IX training October 15th and 16th. Parent Teacher Conferences will be October 28th.  

Absarokee will be hosting VB tournaments the end of October.  

Junior High and High School enrollment numbers total 125. Which is up by 2, one eighth grader and one senior. There was a student that tested 

positive to COVID19.  The school could get a foreign exchange student depending on approval of an out of district application as the student 

will be residing in Columbus School District. There are 3 quotes for the football field sound system. Mrs. Heard facilitated the ACT test for the 

seniors on October 6th. Dr. Dan Farr was here on October 23rd as part of the LPLP Program.  

In the AD Report, Mr. Gunderson reminded the public about being careful and adhering to the spectator policy to be able to continue sports 

this year. Absarokee will be hosting district volleyball tournaments in conjunction with Roberts High School. The football team has two varsity 

games left. Junior high girls basketball started with 21 athletes participating. MHSA will be meeting tomorrow and the discussion may us give 

an idea how winter sports will be handled. 

Student Council President, Colton Young, reported that the Student Council is planning a dress up day for Halloween.  They are also looking at 

scheduling a fun day for the end of the quarter. 
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Chairman Scollard read the police record from Stillwater News with regards to the incident that occurred at the school during Homecoming 

week. The Board discussed the negative publicity. Chairman Scollard apologized for the impression of not backing up staff. Mr. Zumbrun has 

had discussions with students about what is considered political.  Lou Ann Atkinson made a statement regarding tolerance and open debate 

and the fact that the homecoming floats should be about school pride. Mark Ferster stated that he was attending to support the teacher 

involved in the incident.  

The elementary board members were each assigned a class to visit and discuss “What you would like be when you grow up?” with the students.  

The board members reported on their progress. 

In the fourth reading of Policy 2123, Chairman Scollard asked Mrs. Seibert if she had a comment before the decision.  Mrs. Seibert gave kudos 

to the administrators, teachers, and staff on all their hard work. She feels that policies are not as important as how we treat each other. She 

explained how she may have been misunderstood regarding this policy. Ekwortzel/Arthun moved to approve Policy 2123 with the new 

language as recommended in the fourth reading. All trustees voted in favor. 

Chairman Scollard reviewed Policies 1441, 1420, and 1420F pertaining to meetings and public comment. Arthun/Pasecznyk moved to approve 

policy 1441 as amended.  Motion carried. Von Nieda/Young moved 1420F with changes as recommended. Motion carried. 

A foreign exchange student will be residing in the Columbus district for the spring semester and the family would like the student to be able 

to attend Absarokee School.  Ekwortzel/Arthun moved to accept the foreign exchange student and approve the out of district attendance 

agreement. All trustees voted in favor. Two current Absarokee students recently moved out of district, but would like to continue attending 

Absarokee School. Young/Arthun moved to approve the out of district attendance agreements. Motion carried. 

Supt. Feddes explained the need to add a paid worker to the schedule of game workers due to the fact that the games are being streamed on 

the NFHS network.  She spoke to the Absarokee Education Association and they agreed as long as the board approved. Von Nieda/Dawson 

moved to add video to list of paid game workers. Motion carried. 

Due to the restriction of visitors at both school buildings the Board was asked to consider a contract to install automatic door openers.  These 

would consist of a camera and doorbell outside and a monitor and opener inside the building.  The cost was $5,273 for the high school and 

$10,899 for the elementary.  The elementary was considerably higher because of the two entrance doors. Jimmie may be able to do the 

installation at the elementary after he sees how the high school is done.  Dawson/Young moved to approve a contract for automatic door 

openers at the high school for $5,273. Motion carried.  Von Nieda/Arthun moved to approve the purchase of parts for entry doors at 

elementary and see if Jimmie could install.  All elementary trustees voted in favor. 

Three proposals of speaker systems were presented to the Board.  After much discussion, Young/Pasecznyk moved to table the football field 

sound system decision and do more research. All trustees voted in favor. 

In the first reading of the 8000 series of policies, Young/Von Nieda moved to remove the following policies from consideration 8101, 8202, 

8201, 8411. Chairman Scollard assumed the motion.  The board discussed language and options on both required and recommended policies 

but declined to take any other action on the first reading. 

In public comment, Sharon Cavender spoke about the Homecoming incident. Trevor Zumbrun spoke about the home volleyball spectator 

policies. Danelle DeSaveur spoke about the sound system at the football field and suggested someone she feels could help. She also mentioned 

that the Stillwater Boosters are up in membership and would like to thank the community for their support. Shayla Russell complimented the 

teachers and administration on their work trying to keep the school open and sports going. 

Chairman Scollard made a statement that she had spoken to Public Health about how the school is doing. Public Health would like to stay out 

of arguments about school rules. Absarokee School is one of the few schools that is in school full time and our sports are still ongoing. Public 

Health thinks the school is doing a good job. Ekwortzel/Pasecznyk moved to adjourn at 8:32 P.M. All trustees voted in favor. 
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