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 Superintendent’s Report & Lil Husky News by Meredith Feddes 
A new year begins. Excitement for new beginnings are at the forefront of our visions. We continue to work on the Strategic Plan for the 
District which extends for the next 5 years. This is a plan that will help drive the curriculum, instruction and planning of professional 
development. We have had two meetings already and would love to hear from other members of the community if you have ideas on how to 
make improvements or offer suggestions for change. The meeting will be held at 6 pm in the Elementary Gym on January 18th. 

We will continue our benchmark testing in January with MAP and DIBELS assessments and will add Fastbridge as a Math and Social Emotional 
Learning screener. This is a time we can evaluate student progress, effectiveness of program and teaching practices. 

Skiing begins on January 5th and continues each Wednesday for three weeks. This is a time our students can add to their lifelong learning skills 
even at an early age. This will turn our classroom outdoors which is always a fun and engaging time for our students. Please remember to 
wear warm clothes to the mountain so it is enjoyable day. 

The students K-5 have the opportunity to take in the Symphony in Red Lodge on January 21st. This again is offered through the Tippet Rise 
Foundation. 

Please stop in the office and visit with me if you see ways we can improve in the elementary or the district. I am in the elementary Monday- 
Wednesday and Friday and the high school on Tuesday and Thursday. 

 JH/HS Principal by Cameron Barber 
Happy Holidays. I hope everyone got to spend some time with friends and family over the holidays. Our students shave been very busy in the 
classroom and in extracurriculars. 

The students had a “Penny War” to raise money for a couple of causes. Each class had a jar that they could donate money to. They could put 
in paper money for positive points, or donate silver coins to other classes jars to give them negative points. Overall, we had great success and 
collected $2,500 dollars, the money was split between two families in the area. 

Right before Thanksgiving break the student body also had a food drive donation. Boxes were put in front of each teacher’s classroom. 
Students brought in non-perishable items that would be donated to the Absarokee Food Bank. The teachers with the most donations would 
“win” a banana cream pie to the face. Those winners this year were counselor Nicki Reissig, Ag teacher Rob Yates and principal Cameron 
Barber. The students of the quarter, Greta Smith and Cheyenne Turner, along with student council member Ireland Robbins received the honor 
of putting a pie in the teacher’s faces. This year there was a twist and each staff member that got pied also picked out a student to receive a 
pie. Those students were Colt Hoines, Trever Zumbrun, and Ireland Robbins. It was a great way to have some fun before the break, as well as 
donate to a great cause. More than 1,000 items were donated to the Absarokee Food Bank. 

The juniors and seniors had a great opportunity to take a trip to Helena to see the Boeing manufacturing company, as well as visit Helena 
College. The students first got to visit Boeing where they got to go onto the shop floor and see different parts of a plane getting made, and 
the process it takes to make just one part of a 747 or 777. They also got to go to Helena College and take a tour of the campus, and see all the 
programs that they offer. Helena College is a technical school and offers welding, auto and diesel mechanics, aviation maintenance, 
firefighting, and machinery. Boeing works with the college and the machinery program to help pay for school and work for Boing as students 
go through school. It was a great experience for our students to see that there is more post-secondary education out there than a traditional 
four-year school. 

Business Professionals of America got to participate in their first competition of the year. Unfortunately, they were unable to travel to 
Livingston due to weather conditions. Many schools could not travel and they still go to compete through Zoom. Callen Gunderson, Keagan 
Sandlin, Shayla Russell, and Cheyenne Turner were able to give their presentation and ended up in 2nd place for Parliamentary Procedure. 

The FFA group has been very busy. 27 students competed in Ag Days in Bozeman. They competed in, poultry evaluation, mechanics, livestock 
evaluation, ag sales, horse evaluation, farm business management, quiz bowl, vet science, ag science board, range science/agronomy, and 
tractor evaluation/driving. They also went to Billings for Districts. There they competed in Sales as well as Agronomy. There are many districts 
throughout the year with different events at each district event. 
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Sports have also been going with basketball having their first basketball games in Lewiston, and wrestling competing with Columbus and Park 
City. Check the school website to see what events will be hosted at Absarokee. 

It has been a fabulous year for 2021 and I can only hope that 2022 continues to be just as great. 

 Board of Trustees News by Kayce Arthun, Board Chairperson 
Greetings from your Absarokee Board of Trustees! 

Happy New Year and welcome 2022!  With a new year comes new beginnings and we would like to reiterate again that we are working hard 
as a board to move our district forward and in a positive direction. We encourage you to join us in that effort. 

It’s been asked how members of the community can have their voices heard when it comes to matters of the school. Listed below are 
numerous opportunities: 
• You can come to the school and visit with an administrator. 
• You can attend a school board meeting, which is typically held every second Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the High School Library. 
• At school board meetings you may comment on an agenda item when the item comes up for discussion and the board chair indicates the 

public has the opportunity to comment prior to board action. 
• You may also comment during the Public Comment portion of the meeting if you sign in and let the board chair know what topic you 

would like to comment on. Please remember when you comment during Public Comment the board of trustees is only able to listen and 
will not be able to respond or take any action at that time. 

• Another opportunity is to attend committee meetings. Committee meetings are posted and open to the public. Committees give board 
members the opportunity to educate themselves, receive input and facilitate discussion on matters ranging from curriculum, decisions 
regarding the facilities and buildings of the school, technology needs and negotiations between the board of trustees and the teachers’ 
union. Information from committee meetings is then presented at the board meeting so trustees can make informed decisions about 
matters of business for the district. 

• If you feel that none of the above meet your needs or you are uncomfortable with them, you can also always email either administrator 
or any of the board members. All of our emails are on the Absarokee School website. You can also call either school (Elementary at 328- 
4581 or Junior High/High School at 328-4583). 

• Or my personal favorite is, give me a call (328-7880) and I am happy to meet you in person for a cup of coffee and some conversation. 

We want families, students, staff and the community to have the opportunity to be involved and to understand why we make the decisions 
we make for the school district. We are currently working on the district’s Strategic Plan for the next 5 years. Again, these work sessions are 
open to the public and we hope you can join us. In January, we will be meeting on Tuesday, January 18th at 6:00 p.m. in the Elementary Gym. 

From our strategic planning we have also decided to hold a quarterly Round Table discussion. These will be held at different locations around 
the community. Each quarter we will have an informational session on some topic that is relevant to the school. Our first of these will be 
Monday, January 10th at 6:00 p.m. (before the regularly scheduled board meeting) held at Main Street Commons. We hope to see you there! 

Finally, as our winter sports season kicks into full gear we have heard from MHSA (Montana High Schools Association) that any abuse, heckling 
or disparaging of officials will no longer be tolerated. Our state pool of officials is dwindling by the minute and officials are stretched thinner 
than ever to cover sporting events. If a school district is deemed by an official pool to have abusive fans they will begin to choose to not 
officiate for those districts…which means, no officials no sporting events. We love that our fans are passionate and committed to the success 
of our Huskies; however, please keep your comments positive and only directed at our student athletes not at our visiting officials or 
coaches. If you find this difficult to do you will be politely asked to remove yourself from the event. Please know as a board we support this 
fully and want the Huskies to be known for good sportsmanship and welcoming fans. We have a full schedule of both girls’ and boys’ 
basketball and wrestling on the docket for this winter so please come support and cheer on our Huskies! Thank you again for your support of 
the Absarokee School District and here’s to making 2022 a good one! 

 Stillwater Valley FFA by Bailey Kornick, Reporter 
December is a slower month for the Stillwater FFA but we did have some accomplishments. The fundraisers the members participated in, it 
was a huge success and we want to thank everyone for supporting us. The chapter participated in the Snowflake Festival. The chapter 
members built a float in class and was pulled by Garth Pelton. We also want to thank the Sandlin’s for lending us a generator to light up the 
float. We had our first round of districts for sales and agronomy. The Ag. Sales team placed 1st overall. In individuals; Keagan Sandlin placed 
2nd, Bailey Kornick placed 3rd, and Nila Dawson placed 4th. The Agronomy team placed 6th. January is going to be a busy month with the 
Fusion Summit, KMON Fergus Mechanics and the 2nd round of FFA Districts. 

 Art by Matthew Mullen 
High School Visual Arts- Students have improved their artistic skills in many areas this semester. Some have chosen to develop their pottery 
throwing skills on the wheel. Other students have focused on their acrylic, oil, and watercolor painting techniques. Whatever path and track 
that they have chosen has required hours of practice along with peer and teacher feedback. It is wonderful to see students flourish and 
develop their own style and be successful in the process. 

*Update- Progress will resume on the large trout mural painting when weather allows in the winter and spring timeframe. 
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Elementary Art- Students have recently completed printmaking art, chalk pastel, and clay pottery. Inspiration has come from nature and 
landscape themes. 

 Robotics & Career Day by Heidi Gunderson 
High School Robotics Club 
The Robotics club is in full swing! Our first high school competition is February 5th. This will be a remote tournament. The state tournament 
is February 25th in Bozeman. Please wish us luck as we compete in these tournaments! Go Huskies! 

Robotics Receives Braley Grant 
The Absarokee Robotics Club is honored to receive a $3500 grant from the Braly foundation. This money will offset travel expenses, 
equipment, and registration fees for the robotics team. Thank you so much for this generous donation! 

 
Career Day! 
The Absarokee Juniors and Seniors toured Boeing and Helena College Wednesday, December 1, to 
learn more about careers and education in Montana. We learned about the airplane parts made in 
the Helena  factory and the jobs  they have available. After lunch, we toured  Helena  College's 
Automotive, Diesel, Welding, Aeronautics, and Machine Shop departments. The students had a great 
time! Our students also made a wonderful impression. Boeing was so impressed with our student 
body they invited us to visit every year! Helena College said we were the best group they have ever 
had and we were welcome anytime. These kids make us proud every day, but yesterday they 
absolutely shined! Way to go Huskies!!! 

 
 
 

 Husky Music Notes by Debbie Seibert 
Thank you, community, for coming out and making our Christmas "SING-A-LONG" Holiday Music Program a resounding success!! We definitely 
have some shining stars in both our band and choir!! 

PEP BAND is in full swing, keeping the energy up for our Basketball teams!!  Thank you, Junior High, for helping fill out the sound when band 
members are actually out on the court... good job!! 

HONOR BAND rehearsals will be every Monday night beginning this month. The Annual Spring Tour will take place in April. 

Rehearsing has begun on several serious music pieces for both Band and Choir now that the holidays are over. MHSA MUSIC FESTIVALS take 
place in March and April and we hope to have several students once again move on to STATE Competitions in May!! 

 FCCLA News by Carolyn Story 
FCCLA kicked off the month of December with some fun! We held our annual district meeting in Columbus. Here the members from all 
throughout the district could participate in various workshops and other activities. The workshops were cookie decorating, taekwondo, 
escape rooms, and jitterbug lessons. They were all fun and active ways to let members meet each other and make new friends. We also got 
the opportunity to listen to an inspirational speaker, Andy Begger. He helped to motivate and show leadership to the participants in our 
association. As a district, every chapter was assigned to put together some goodie bags for healthcare workers. They were donated to Billings 
Clinic’s “Adopt-a-Unit”. It was a great way for us to show them our appreciation through community service! Lastly, we rounded out the 
meeting with electing our new district president Miss Allana Holderman. It was a success and we are looking forward to our State Leadership 
Conference in March on the MSU campus. We have several projects in the works to go compete. We, without a doubt, believe in our members. 
They will do great and have loads of fun! 

 Food Drive by Catherine Frazer 
Absarokee Students Help the Absarokee Food Bank (and some teachers get pied) 

The AHS Student Council sponsored a food drive during November 15-19. Boxes were put by each teacher’s classroom, and students donated 
food to the teacher they wanted to see get a pie in the face. The three teachers with the most food donated were the “winners”. Over 1,000 
food items were collected! This was all donated to the Absarokee Food Bank. 

On Tuesday, November 23, the “winning teachers” received a banana cream pie to the face. The students who got the honor of throwing the 
pies were Greta Smith and Cheyenne Turner, who were voted the Students of the Quarter for first quarter, and Student Council member 
Ireland Robbins. Then the three teachers each chose a student to receive a pie in the face. Those “winning” students were Trevor Zumbrun, 
Colt Hoines and Ireland Robbins. 

It was a fun way to end the day before Thanksgiving break, and to help our community. 
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 Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes by Tanya Lester 
November 8, 2021 
The Board of Trustees of School District 52 & 52C met at a regular meeting on Monday November 8, 2021 at 7:00 PM in the High School Library 
and on the Zoom platform with the following in attendance: Kayce Arthun, Mark Ferster, Ty Williams, Shari DeSaveur, Kathleen Howes, Garth 
Pelton, Mike Pasecznyk, Superintendent Meredith Feddes, Principal Cameron Barber, and Clerk Tanya Lester. Trustee Justine Dawson joined 
the meeting by Zoom. Trustee Josh Royce was absent. Also present were Jordan Hickethier, Kristi Best, Richelle Kelley, Skip Meier, Kailey 
Campbell, Chris Gunderson, Kathy Barch, Larry Barch, Andy Simpson, Janel Brunckhorst, Mindy Young, Jackie Walker, Catherine Frazer, Johna 
Zumbrun, Tucker Zumbrun, Afton Lamoreaux, Jessica Griffin, Jacy Head, Jimmie Lester, and Finis Sandlin. Chairman Arthun called the meeting 
to order, and after the pledge, she recognized the visitors. 

There were no agenda changes. Per the consent agenda, Howes/Pasecznyk moved to approve the minutes of the October 11, 2021 regular 
board meeting, pay the elementary bills, pay the high school bills, and approve the activity account. Motion carried. Chairman Arthun 
explained that there will be a few more checks this month due to the early cutoff for the meeting. The report on the late expenditures will be 
available at the next board meeting. 

Supt. Feddes updated the Board on enrollment numbers, activities that have been going on at the elementary school, and the crossover event 
that was held this last month. Principal Barber gave a report on first quarter grades, parent teacher conferences, and other activities that have 
been going on at the junior high and high school. Athletic Director Chris Gunderson reported on the 4C District and Southern Divisional 
volleyball tournaments, the start of junior high girls’ basketball, the start of junior high wrestling, and upcoming skiing dates. The Student 
Council reported on the activities that were held for Halloween, the upcoming food drive, and Christmas party plans. 

Andy Simpson of the Sandstone Preservation Committee presented the feasibility report from Randy Hafer with High Plains Architecture. He 
thanked the Board for allowing the Sandstone Preservation Committee to do the feasibility study. Shari DeSaveur asked if the idea for daycare 
was enough space. Richelle Kelley responded that it would be equivalent to what she is using now. Chairman Arthun asked about the access. 
Supt. Feddes said the buses will still need to unload and load in the current location and playground equipment may not be moved as it is 
grandfathered in and would cause us to lose them. Chairman Arthun asked about management fees. DeSaveur, Arthun, and Williams 
volunteered to meet with the committee to further discuss options. Due to a question about the property needing to be returned to the 
Hawkins family if not being used for school use, Ferster/DeSaveur moved to do a title search on the property that was donated to the school 
to build the original buildings by the Hawkins family. Motion carried. 

The Wellness Policy (2510) requires an annual meeting of stakeholders. The meeting will be held November 18th at 5:30 pm in the high school 
library. Dawson volunteered to attend. 

A request has been made to transport our junior high wrestling athletes to practice in Columbus in a school vehicle. There was discussion 
about the differences between the middle school and the high school program. The co-op is only for the high school. The junior high wrestling 
is an Absarokee team that practices in Columbus to allow for practice partners. Supt. Feddes, Chairman Arthun, and Athletic Director Chris 
Gunderson will meet with Jeff Bermes in Columbus to iron out costs of the junior high program. There were comments from the public that 
Skip should to be paid for his gas in addition to the stipend he currently receives. 

Interviews were held last week for the assistant boys’ basketball coaching position. Supt. Feddes recommended hiring Georgi Hamel. 
Williams/Pelton moved to hire Georgi Hamel as the assistant high school basketball coach for the 21-22 school year. All trustees voted in 
favor. 

A letter of resignation was received from Catherine Frazer. She will be retiring at the end of the year. DeSaveur/Howes moved to accept Mrs. 
Frazer’s resignation with a big thanks from the Board. Motion carried. Her letter is attached as part of the minutes. Chairman Arthun thanked 
her for her many years of dedicated service to the Absarokee School District. 

Chairman Arthun presented the updates to MTSBA Model Policies. Pelton/DeSaveur moved to approve the updates to policies 2167, 4330F, 
4330P, 5140, 5223, 5314, 7251, the new policy 4125 as discussed. All trustees voted in favor. Changes to policy 8211/8210 will be discussed at 
the next meeting due to confusion about numbering. 

In public comment, Chairman Arthun said our thoughts and prayers are with the Park City School District and the family in this difficult time 
with the loss of their student. 

Upcoming  meeting  dates  were  decided  and  the  November  and  December  calendars  were  presented.  With  no  further  business, 
Pelton/Pasecznyk moved to adjourn at 9:09 PM. Motion carried. 
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The following board positions will be open on the Absarokee School Board 
District 52 & 52C for the May 3rd, 2022 school election: One 3-year term and 
one 1-year term on the elementary board. The deadline for filing is Thursday, 
March 24, 2022 at 4:00 pm. Forms may be picked up from Tanya Lester, 
Business Manager at the high school office and returned to same. Elections will 
be held on May 3rd at the following locations: Absarokee Elementary Gym, 
Roscoe Community Center, or by mail ballot. If you have any questions, please 
call Tanya Lester at (406) 328-4583. 
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